1.13.5 language
	Explanation
	Size
	Order
	Value Space
	Datatype

	Human language of the intellectual content of the resource.
	0…* 
	Unspecified
	LanguageID = Langcode ("-"Subcode) with Langcode a language code as defined by the code set ISO 639:1988 and Subcode (which can occur an arbitrary number of times) a country code from the code set ISO 3166-1:1997.
	CharacterString

	Indicate all human languages use in the resource using the appropriate language code(s). 

If the resource is multilingual, list all languages that apply in any convenient order.


 Both two-letter language codes (ISO 639-1) and three-letter language codes (ISO 639-2) can be used for this element.

o Two-letter language codes are widely used in XML and LOM communities, and should be acceptable for implementations in many jurisdictions and for the description of materials in common languages.
o Some policies and official practices in Canada, the US, and elsewhere require three-letter language codes to be used to be able to accommodate indigenous and other languages. 

Implementations using either predominantly one or the other of these language code sets in record creation should be able to accommodate both types.

For listings of two- and three-letter language codes, see the Library of Congress (LOC, the official ISO 639-2 Registration Authority) at http://lcweb.loc.gov/standards/iso639-2/langcodes.html.

Use the optional country code (ISO 3166) only if it provides information necessary to your community of users. Indication of country code is generally desirable, but not always practical. Identifying variations in written or spoken language use can be challenging. Further identifying regional variations (e.g., cockney English, Philadelphia English) may sometimes be desirable, but may introduce even further challenges.


Example

Language:

fra-CA (French as used in Canada)
XML Example
<accmd:language>fra-CA</accmd:language>
