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CanCore Element Documentation

Element Group: Rights

IMS Standard # and Name for Element Group: 6 Rights

IMS Definition of Element Group: Conditions of use of the resource.

Intent is to reuse results of on going work in the Intellectual Property right and e-commerce communities.  This category currently provides the absolute minimum level of detail only.

CanCore Refinement of this Definition: The metadata record should describe the properties of the learning resource itself and not track changeable information such as price or the names of rights holders. Use this element group to describe a minimum level of rights associated with the learning resource. Copyright, use restrictions, and cost are variable and not expressly tied to the learning object. Such information should be tracked separately in a rights management system.

Although the information contained within this element group is minimal, it should be adequate to allow repository managers and endusers to determine which learning resources can be exchanged freely and which need some form of clearance for use.

CanCore has retained all three LOM sub-elements within this element group: “cost”, “copyrightandotherrestctions”, and “description”. These three elements provide a minimal amount of information about the rights associated with the learning resource.

Occurrence: single instance

Element name: Cost

IMS standard # and name: 6.1 Cost

IMS standard definition: Whether use of the resource requires payment.

Occurrence: single value

CanCore refinement of this definition: The cost of a resource should be interpreted exclusively as monetary cost. 

CanCore guidelines: Use this element to indicate whether or not there is a monetary cost associated with the learning resource. 

CanCore highly recommends that any further information that tracks the price or value of the resource be maintained in a rights management system external to the metadata record/repository.

Capitalization of vocabulary items is irrelevant.

Vocabulary recommendations: The IMS vocabulary for this element has only two values: “yes” and “no”. CanCore recommends that this vocabulary be used and not be substituted by any locally developed vocabulary for quantifying cost. 

Examples: 


Simple: yes


XML: <cost>

<source>LOMv1.0</source>

<value><langstring xml:lang="x-none">yes</value>

</cost>

Technical implementation notes: Vocabulary: This element is governed by the "vocabulary" data type described in the "IMS Learning Resource Metadata XML Binding Specification" sections 3.3 and 4.1.3 (http://www.imsproject.org/metadata/imsmdv1p2p1/imsmd_bindv1p2p1.html). As such any XML rendering of the element needs to contain the sub-elements "Source" and "Value" whereby "Source" contains a definitive location for the vocabulary used in the element and "Value" contains the vocabulary item relevant to this instance of the element.

Element name: Copyrightandotherrestrictions

IMS standard # and name: 6.2 Copyrightandotherrestrictions

IMS standard definition: Whether copyright or other restrictions apply.

Occurrence: single instance

CanCore refinement of this definition: This element records whether or not there are any restrictions on the use of the resource. 

CanCore guidelines: Use this element to record whether or not there are any restrictions on the use of the learning resource. CanCore highly recommends that any further information that tracks copyright or restrictions on the resource be maintained in a rights management system external to the metadata record/repository.

Capitalization of vocabulary items is irrelevant. 

Vocabulary recommendations: The LOM vocabulary for this element has only two values: “yes” and “no”. CanCore recommends that this vocabulary be used and not be substituted by any locally developed vocabulary for labeling the nature of rights holders or other restrictions. 

Examples: 


Simple: no


XML: <cost>

<source>LOMv1.0</source>

<value><langstring xml:lang="x-none">no</value>

</cost>

Technical implementation notes: Vocabulary: This element is governed by the "vocabulary" data type described in the "IMS Learning Resource Metadata XML Binding Specification" sections 3.3 and 4.1.3 (http://www.imsproject.org/metadata/imsmdv1p2p1/imsmd_bindv1p2p1.html). As such any XML rendering of the element needs to contain the sub-elements "Source" and "Value" whereby "Source" contains a definitive location for the vocabulary used in the element and "Value" contains the vocabulary item relevant to this instance of the element.

Element name: description

IMS standard # and name: 6.3 Description

IMS standard definition: Comments on the conditions of use of the resource.

Occurrence: single value

CanCore refinement of this definition: This element should be used to describe rights information that is stable and inherent to the resource. If the resource has a rights statement accompanying it, include it here.

CanCore guidelines: There is a 1000 character limit on this element and it is not repeatable. Keep descriptions brief and informative.

For multilingual descriptions, use a separate langstring sub-element for each language required. Each langstring can be up to 1000 characters in length.

Vocabulary recommendations: This element is an open description that does not require any specified vocabulary.

Examples: 

Simple:  Some restrictions apply. Contact publisher for details. 

XML: <description>  

<langstring xml:lang="en">Some restrictions apply. Contact publisher for details.</langstring> 

</description>

Technical implementation notes: Langstring: This element is governed by the "langstring" data type described in the "IMS Learning Resource Metadata XML Binding Specification" sections 3.1 and 4.1.1 (http://www.imsproject.org/metadata/imsmdv1p2p1/imsmd_bindv1p2p1.html). This means that in the XML rendering for this element an intervening "langstring" element must be present and it should contain an attribute expressing the language of the data expressed according to the RFC 3066 standard. See XML examples above. For multi-lingual entries, use a single description element with a separate langstring for each language. 

Character multiplicity: according to IMS, character limits placed on elements are considered "smallest permitted maximum". Loosely interpreted, this phrase means "recommended maximum". It is permissible for a project to extend the maximum but any material that exceeds the suggested maximum length will not likely work in an interoperable environment. Should a project not require the full length suggested by the "smallest permitted maximum" it should ensure its systems support the smallest permitted maximum length to ensure that they can processes imported metadata records.
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